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The Langlade County
Historical Society

is embarking on the most major project in our
90-year year history: Raising $500,000 in order
to create a completely accessible, attractive
museum ready for the next 100 years of service.

The Carnegie library building which houses our museum has been impeccably maintained,
but unfortunately moderizations have taken a toll. Three flights of stairways are needed to
visit all floors, restrooms are in the basement, and the building is only accessible to
the public through a front entrance with seven steps.

This project will remedy those issues.
Our plans call for:
— An elevator in a museum northside addition with first and
second floor bathrooms
— Interior renovations that will include energy-efficient lighting designed
to be harmonious with the building’s historic design.
— Improvements to the electrical, heating and ventilation systems.
This project will do more than address lingering
accessibility issues. When our building can be accessed
by all, we plan to expand our services as a welcoming
resource for residents and visitors alike. We hope to once
again host programs and lectures in our second floor auditorium and open our spaces for more public events as well.

New Floor
Plans

Please consider a tax-deductible gift to
Let’s Make History
c/o Langlade County Historical Society
P.O. Box 215
Antigo, 54409
Your donation will help keep history alive for our
community, our residents, our friends and visitors
for decades to come. It’s a legacy unlike any other.
Want to hear more? We’re here to talk about it.
Contact Lisa Haefs at 715 499-2974
or Nancy Bugni, 715 610-2290.
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OUR HISTORY

The city of Antigo has been a pioneer in the state of Wisconsin for its historic preservation efforts. In 1914 the
downtown was rapidly growing. But the Deleglise cabin (the home of the city’s first resident family), which was built
in 1877 and occupied in 1878, stood in the way of progress. Rather than tear down the cabin the city decided to move
it to the grounds of the Carnegie Library. The Wisconsin Historical Society believes this is the first instance of a
Wisconsin local community’s efforts to preserve its history.
Interest in historic preservation prompted a group to assemble as early as 1921 but it wasn’t until 1929, with the
momentum of celebrating the 50th anniversary of the establishment of Antigo that the group established the
Langlade County Historical Society. It was located in the second floor of the Carnegie Library.

Over several decades the Society continued to operate but became a more formal organization in 1974 when it
obtained federal 501(c)3 tax exempt status. In 1983 the museum had outgrown its space and moved to St. John’s
Convent. But in 1991 the church wanted to use that space and the museum had to find a new home so it moved into
a building of the Antigo Co-op Credit Union, then at 619 Sixth Ave. near where the Heinzen Pavilion now sits.

Soon afterward the museum was very fortunate to receive a bequest of $200,000 from the estate of Helen Tomany.
She gave the same amount to the city library. The library, which had occupied its Carnegie building since 1905,
moved into old/new quarters in 1997.

One of the first major undertakings of the Society in its new home was a major fund-raiser to restore the Deleglise
log cabin built over 100 earlier and situated on the library grounds since 1914. About 10 years later the Society
mounted a second major campaign to acknowledge the important legacy of the railroad in Antigo’s history. It
arranged to purchase and restore a locomotive. Both these additions to the museum grounds have proved to be
popular sites for visitors as well as the local community—especially school groups.
In the past 20 years building repairs have been necessary. These include storm window repairs, heating and air
conditioning updates, and a new roof. In 2007 Society entered into a partnership with the Antigo Visual Arts to
provide space for local artists to display and sell their works and to provide opportunities for the public to view art.

The Society is quite proud of the building itself. It is a Carnegie Library and was designed by a prominent
Wisconsin architect, Alan Conover, who was based in Madison and the first professor of civil engineering at the UWMadison. In 1974 it was placed on the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register was only
established in 1966 so an Antigo building was early in the game of getting landmark recognition at the national level.

In 1991 the federal government enacted the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Society has long
struggled with the problems involved in making the museum available to all who wish to visit all three floors. There
is also the need to redesign some interior elements for viewing of displays in a building designed as a library. These
issues were addressed in 2003 in a formal Historic Structures Report prepared by architectural historian Art Chadek
and funded by a grant of the Jeffris Foundation. It provided some guidelines for the future care of the building.
Today, we are embarking on our next chapter, with a $500,000 plan to make our museum handicapped accessible,
update HVAC and lighting fixtures and make needed repairs.

